Housing Review, November—December 1978 


involved generally and the pertinent statutes and case law. The extent to 
which the implementation of the law is governed by local authority 
practice and political policy is discussed where relevant. Suggested legal 
reforms and housing policy improvements are reviewed and evaluated. 
There is only one glaring omission—that of the law relating to 
compensation for displacement due to local authority rehabilitation or 
redevelopment schemes. 

Although the book is written from the point of view of the council 
tenant, and despite the suggestion in the blurb on the back that it “‘ will 
prove a boonto. . . consumers. . .”’ it is doubtful that many tenants 
could or would use it. David Hoath refers extensively to other sources and 
in the course of 165 pages mentions over 50 Acts, 100 cases and a number 
of Ministerial Circulars. Nevertheless, the book does contain useful 
information, particularly on tenancy agreements, security of tenure and 
legal remedies open to tenants with repairs problems, which could help 
tenants’ groups campaigning on these issues. 

The central premise of the book is that council tenants are not 
exclusively dependent on the whim of local government, but are in fact 
covered by a substantial body of legislation and case law. It is made clear, 
however, that by virtue of section 111 (1) of the Housing Act 1957 (which 
provides that the ‘‘ general management, regulation and control of 
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houses provided by a local authority. . . shall be vested in and exercised 
by the authority ’’) councils do have considerable discretion in 
management policies, particularly regarding allocations, rents and 
eviction. David Hoath points out that most local authorities behave 
reasonably in practice, although their tenants do not have the same 
protection or rights under law as others. Many tenants, through the 
National Tenants Organisation and other bodies, are now stressing that if 
this is indeed the case there is no reason to delay the implementation of a 
comprehensive and legally binding Tenants’ Charter. Although the book 
does not deal with a Tenants’ Charter in any detail, it does present 
numerous arguments for the regularisation of council tenants’ rights. 

Some background or experience of the law is assumed, and the book is 
primarily intended as a review rather than an instant reference manual. 
As such it will be of interest to students, advice agencies and lawyers. It is 
hoped that local councillors and others involved with council tenants’ 
groups will also make use of it, and, more importantly, that the 
applications and deficiencies of current law will be seriously considered 
by those with the power to change it. 


BECKY WALLOWER 
(fieldworker, Association of London Housing Estates) 
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INSTITUTE OF HOUSING 
LONDON BRANCH STUDY GROUP 
PROGRAMME 


OCTOBER 1978—APRIL 1979 


Thursday 23rd November 1978 
HOUSING AND MENTAL HEALTH 
Speaker: Ron Lacey, Publicity Officer, MIND 


Thursday 18th January 1979 
THE ROLE OF THE BUILDING SOCIETIES 
Speaker: Mark Boleat, BSA 


Thursday 8th February 1979 

IS PUBLIC HOUSING RACIST? 

Speakers: Gurbux Singh, CRE and Eric Smellie, 
Housing Advisor (Race Relations), Wandsworth 
LBC 


Thursday 29th March 1979 
HOUSING, ELECTION MANIFESTO 1999 
Speakers: From the Bow Group and Fabian Society 


Tuesday 24th April 1979 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING followed by 
TENANT MOBILITY IN LONDON 

Speakers: Ken Livingstone, Chairman, Housing 

Committee, Camden LBC, Speaker from NCC and 

Speaker from ALHE 


All meetings GLC, County Hall at 6.30 p.m. 
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